




Tennessee Forest Protector John Noel 
Honored with Renamed Natural Area

John Noel is a person who deserves a personal 
thank-you from everyone who loves Southern 
forests, especially those of the Cumberland Plateau in 
Tennessee.  John, along with his wife, Melinda Welton, 
have committed time, money, intelligence, community 
connections, heart and sweat to the conservation of 
special places for decades.  

In June, John 
Noel got a 
big thank you 
from the state 
of Tennessee 
when a state 
natural area 
was named in 
his honor.  The 
John H. Noel 
State Natural 
Area, formerly 
known as Bon 
Aqua Woods, 
is home to a 
remnant of “old 
growth” white 
oak forest.  The 
white oaks are 
a dominant 
canopy species 
here and are 
estimated to be more than two or three centuries 
old.  Their monetary value as veneer quality wood 
is why stands of white oak trees of this stature long 
since disappeared from our landscapes. A mix of other 
impressive size and old age-class trees are found in this 
forest including Tulip poplar trees, along with various 
species of hickory and other oak species

John and Melinda have been long-time supporters 
of Dogwood Alliance’s challenge to business-as-
usual practices and as members of our Vista Circle of 
donors have invested in our long-term vision of real 
and lasting protection for Southern forests.  We know 
how much these forests mean to them both.  It is with 
great pleasure that we join with the state of Tennessee 
in applauding John Noel for his decades of work to 
protect special places in his home state. 

To reach the John H. Noel State Natural Area from 
Interstate 40, take the Highway 46 exit and proceed 
south 4.8 miles, turning right past the post office on 
Church Road.  You then continue 1.5 miles to Bon Aqua, 
and turn left at the railroad crossing before proceeding 
approximately one mile to the natural area on Old 
Highway 46. 

Dogwood Alliance Packaging Campaign works to protect Southern Forests

Reduce Costs & Save Forests: Email scot@dogwoodalliance.org if you would like to receive 
Understories Electronically rather than by mail

We have always counted on the help of volunteers to achieve our goals and 
this might be the best year yet.  We could not do it without them and we 

really mean that.  This summer Dogwood Alliance has a great team of talented and 
dedicated interns working on a diverse variety of projects.  Our interns are learning 
valuable skills that they will take with them throughout their lives - building the 
environmental movement and beyond.  Some are full-time, some are part-time, 
some are local and some are from afar, but they are all doing great work to protect 
Southern forests this summer...  

Here are some highlights from the summer interns of 2008: 

• �Yishan Cheng, Duke University, Class of 2010, is researching wetland ecosystem 
services to highlight the value of the Southern Swampland region.  

• �Kathryne Craine, University of Arkansas, Class of 2010, is working with our 
Development Director and doing outreach to schools around Western North Carolina

• �Adam Macon, UNCA, Class of 2009, is building our grassroots base of support 
around the region  

• �Joseph Grinnell, Duke University, Nicholas School of the Environment Class of 2011, 
is designing his masters’ project to contribute to the Southern Forest Carbon Project.

• �Mollie Petersen, Furman University, Class of 2010 is helping to draft the Dogwood 
biofuels position report, to be released by the end of the summer.

• �Zach Phillips, Western Carolina University Class of 2009, is an amazing designer, and 
is creating great materials for the fast food packaging campaign among other things. 

• �Katherine Stewart, Warren-Wilson College, Class of 2009, is building our online 
advocacy program and rocking out with media and communications. 

• �Sarah Thompson is working hard on Non-Profit management projects as well as 
doing outreach to help green the music industry.  

We are so thankful to have our interns this summer!  

Dogwood alliance  
summer interns rock!

Melinda Welton and John Noel at  
newly renamed natural area

Dogwood Alliance interns take in the view in the Pisgah National Forest

2007 annual report available online

This year Dogwood Alliance will be publishing our 2007 
Annual Report and other financial information online 
only to save paper and other resources.  As a non-profit 
organization, we are committed to making our tax return 
and financial report public.  Going forward, we will be 
evaluating how to make this  
information available.  Please  
look for our annual report on our  
homepage www.dogwoodalliance.org.
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  If this box is checked, it’s time to renew your support. Directions are below.

Read more about our great summer interns inside

Support Dogwood Alliance 
today and become part of the 
positive, long-term solution to 
protect and sustain Southern 
forests.  Join our e-activist 
list and make a secure online 
contribution on our website 
(www.dogwoodalliance.org/join).

If you prefer, you can send 
a check, made payable to 
Dogwood Alliance, to:

Dogwood Alliance  
P.O. Box 7645 
Asheville, NC 28802.

JOIN 
DOGWOOD ALLIANCE!

Thank you to the following members of the Dogwood Alliance Vista 
Circle whose investments in the long-term success of Dogwood Alliance 
make our work to defend Southern forests possible.
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