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The understory is one of the five basic layers, or strata, of a forest. The other four layers are the canopy, the shrub layer, the
herb layer and the forest floor. The understory is made up of shorter, shade-loving trees—like the dogwood tree—and
younger trees that may some day grow to join the canopy layer.
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NRDC

DEJIGCNATES CUMBERLAND

PLATEAU AJ BIOGEM

n February 26, Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) fea

tured the Cumberiand Plateau in its annual list of the twelve

most endangered wild lands in the Americas. NRDC is an inter-
national emvironmental I:Irq.!nl:,.!r.lur!- that uses law, science and the
support of more than one milllon meéembers and online activists to pro-
tect the planet’s wildlile and wild places to ersure a safe and healthy
environment for all living things. NRDL's effort Lo protect imperiled
wilderness throughout the Western Hemisphere, dubbed the BioGems
campaign, will mobilize citizen action over the coming year to defend
the Cumberiand Plateau and eleven other extraordinary areas, ranging
from the Arctic to the Amazon

when Dogwood Alliance announced victory on the Staples campaign in
2002, NRDC sclentists contacted our staff to discuss the formation of a
partnership to enhance efforts to protect Southem forests. Since then,
MRDC has worked with Dogwood Alllance and the Conservation Biology

Institute to identify and map endangered forests and design a market

based campaign to protect the endangered Tonests These discussions
eventually evolved into the designation of the Cumberiand Plateau,
wihich encompasses party of Alabama, Geprgia, South Carolina, North
Carolina, Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee, as a BioGem by MRDC

“We are drawing a line in the trees. We are going 1o stop the multina:
tional paper companies from plundering what's left of the Cumberiand
Plateau,” sawd Allen Hershkowitz, an NRDC senior scientist. "NRDC's
million members and Intemel activists, working with the Dogwood
Allance and other local partners, will defend the endangered Torests
ol this region from these corporations, which are bent on destroying it
for newsprint and toillet paper.”

For more information, go to http://www. saveblogems.org/




THE UNIQUE ECOLOGICAL VALUES OF THE

CUMBERLAND PLATEAU BIOGEM

I'he Cumberland Plateau BioGem, which encompasses parts of the Appalachian Mixed Mesophytic and Appalachian
Blue Ridge eco-regions, is one of the most biologically diverse temperate forested regions on Earth.

It 15 home to some of the Llast remaining intact hardwood forests
in the South, represented by canoples of red and white oak,
hickory, red maple, black gum, tulip trees, sugar maple, sweel
BLC ey Bd Fed SPrucE Trees

It is second only to China's temperate zoneé in plant diversity, and
provides habitat for some of Morth America’s rare and endan
gered species,

it has the highest total amount of plant and animal species

endaminm (ipecies that exist no where e#lse on Earth) n North
America

it is the center for Neotropical migratory songbirds in eastern
Horth America

it has the nohest concentration of salamanders of any temparate
rone in the world

it encompasses the most biologically diverse freshwater tempes
ate ecosystem In the world with over 230 fish species and dozens

of musséts and Craytish speciéd found nowhere &lse on Larth

] it provides habitat for species such as the eastern cougar, dusky
and marbled salamanders, cerulean warbler, and red-shoul dered
hawhk




ccording to the U.S. Forest Service, the Southern
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MAP OF NRDC'S BIOGEM forest areas.

Activists Cielo Sand, Bud Watson and Gary
Bowery with scleéntist Jan Evans are keeping
watch over the Cumberiand Plateau.



PAPER COMPANIES CONJUMING
WOOD FROM THE
CUMBERLAND PLATEAU

Local Efforts to Protect Tennessee's Forests Gain Momentum
By Cielo Sand, Tennessee Forests Council co-chair

It might have been the clarion call to the state of Tennessee's forests in 1991
when the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA ) denied permits to three Tennesses
Eiwver chip mills Thmbses Companies were |.'_c:u1'i1|jl_l'r'lni a daren additwenal sites
for chip mills along this &52-mile river. TVA conducted a btwo-year emviron
mental impact study, Aller completling the assewsment, TVl argued that i the
chip mills were permitted, existing state laws would not adequately protect
waler guality and species If upwards of two millicn acres of fTorests were cul
each year,

Since 1991, despite growing demands on forests, the state of Tennewses hay noi
only falled to implement polkcy but also has thwarted nomerous attempts to
pasy protective legisiation for the ecological and economic values provided by
a diverse, temperate forest

In this 2004 legislative session, the Farm Bureau, Chamber of Commerce and
the state’s Department of Agriculture, exerted owerwhelming influence to stop
the passage of Save Dur Cumberland Mountaing [SDCM) chip mill permit bill
witlich wolild reguire & forest resource review of & new of expanding chip o
puilp mitl

In the face of the state's Tormal obatructionism over the past decade, conser-
vathon crganizations and (precious few) biologists and economials, within thedlr
specialties, have attempted to parry the momentum of the unregulsted timber
machine, Last year, Tennewsee onganizations were presented with an opportu
nity to collaborate with the Model Forest Policy Program (MFPP), which had
selected Tennessese a4 A pilot state for & Southem leghlative reform campaign
in response, the Tenneises Forests Council was formed to combine the power
of Tennéisee"s conservation groups and speak with one voice (o effect forest
policy meform in the coming year

Adding HEDC s Bio(em Campalgn and Dogwood Alllances markels strategy to
the it of efforts o protect the Cumberiand Plateau could be the critical turm-
ing point i gaining prodection for valuable Southern hardwoods,
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Thank you to the
generous donors and
foundations listed below
and to all of the
supporters who maka it
possible for Dogwood
Alllance to defend
Southern forests

MARK YOUR CALENDARJS NOW...
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