






Ensuring Standing Forest Protection 

in Future 

National Climate 

Policies 

In 2019 Dogwood Alliance rose to become 

the go-to leader working at the intersection 

of forests, climate and justice. Our focus on 

deepening partnerships created 

opportunities to influence policy and policy 

makers at the state and national level, both 

to protect standing forests and oppose 

industrial biomass as a renewable energy 

pathway. 

Following the success of the Justice First Tour 

in 2018 and bringing the important message 

of the need to keep forests standing as part 

of the climate talks in the halls of Congress 

in early 2019, Dogwood Alliance was invited 

to weigh in on the drafting of forest 

protection language in the Green New Deal Dogwood Alliance's Rita Frost, Danna Smith, and Roche/Weber in front 

resolutions which were introduced in the of the Capitol, along with Carina Daniels, Co-Founder of Story & Reach

House and Senate, by sponsors Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Senator Ed Markey. 

Diverse, intact forests are literally the greenest infrastructure on Earth.Yet environmental policy 

solutions put forward in America today largely fail to recognize protecting natural forests as a 

"green infrastructure" priority. 

The Green New Deal calls for urgent action, which communities on the frontlines of climate 

change have been demanding for decades, and highlights the importance of investing in our natural 

carbon sinks, which are vital for carbon storage and climate resiliency.This is supported by the 

most recent IPCC report, which clearly lays out the need to draw carbon out of the atmosphere by 

dramatically scaling up forest protection and restoration, alongside drastically reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions across all sectors. 
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https://www.dogwoodalliance.org/2019/02/celebrating-the-green-new-deal-and-a-brighter-more-just-future-for-all/
https://www.ipcc.ch/2019/


https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/energy-environment/425167-on-martin-luther-kings-90th-birthday-a-renewed
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/environment-and-energy/new-congress-new-house-push-for-environmental-civil-rights




https://www.dogwoodalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Climate-Impacts-of-Industrial-Forest-Practices-in-NC-web.pdf
https://www.dogwoodalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Climate-Impacts-of-Industrial-Forest-Practices-in-NC-web.pdf
https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/forest-conservation-part-climate-conversation-too
https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/dont-burn-trees-to-fight-climate-changelet-them-grow
https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/energy-environment/435055-us-climate-policy-must-protect-forests-and-communities
http://www.earthisland.org/journal/index.php/articles/entry/logging-carbon-emissions-us-forests
https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/energy-environment/456977-chopping-down-and-burning-our-forests-for-electricity




https://www.dogwoodalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Biomass-Investigation-Booklet-2019.pdf
https://inews.co.uk/news/environment/uk-drax-power-plant-burning-us-trees-wood-pellets-deforestation-303461
https://nyheder.tv2.dk/samfund/2019-09-06-danmarks-klimaregnskab-er-svindel-lyder-kritik-fra-internationale-forskere


http://www.climatechange.nc.gov/Part_1_Cover_TOC_Preface_ExSum_Chapters.pdf


https://www.dogwoodalliance.org/2019/10/statement-dogwood-alliance-responds-to-final-nc-clean-energy-plan/
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/article232692457.html
http://www.ncpolicywatch.com/2019/10/02/north-carolina-sends-conflicting-messages-on-burning-wood-as-fuel/
https://www.jacksonfreepress.com/news/2019/may/20/activists-warn-against-worlds-largest-pellet-mill-/




https://www.dogwoodalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Treasures-of-the-South-Web-Report.pdf
https://www.dogwoodalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Treasures-of-the-South-Web-Report.pdf
https://www.alternet.org/amp/logging-wetland-forests-corporate-profit-american-south-ruining-its-own-backyard-2647329499
https://www.nola.com/news/environment/article_6b3bb706-13b3-5900-bf35-9712abb824df.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/environment/article199482759.html




https://www.dogwoodalliance.org/2020/03/forest-circle-our-diversity-is-our-strength/
https://www.dogwoodalliance.org/2019/06/forest-circle-building-solutions-for-resilient-forests-and-communities/


https://www.dogwoodalliance.org/about-us/reports/




https://www.dogwoodalliance.org/donate/
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